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Reading the Woombye Way

Our school’s current curriculum focus is reading. During 2012-2013 our teachers developed The Woombye Reading Program, Learning to Read ~ Reading to Learn, a whole school approach to the explicit teaching of reading skills using Modelled Reading, Guided Reading and Independent Reading strategies with a focus on comprehension (making meaning of what is read). This year teachers have developed Reading Overviews that articulate how the school reading program is being implemented with their students. 
A cohesive home reading program is operating across Prep – Year 3 where book changing is done by teacher aides and student levels are monitored by teachers. In addition to readers, each class and student has access to Reading Eggs and Reading Express. These online programs provide engaging individualised-levelled reading activities that students can access via the Internet as part of their home reading. 

Funding from the Great Results grant has been used to establish an intensive reading practice program where a specially trained teacher aide will work one-on-one, 4-6 times a fortnight with Year 2 students with reading levels less than 21. This program has eased the need for parent reading helpers in classrooms. Mrs Jani Treacher, our ST-LaN teacher, has individually tested all Year 2 students to establish each child’s correct instructional reading level, ensuring that students who need additional reading practice can receive it from qualified tutors. Reading levels are also used by teachers to form ability groups for Guided Reading and allocate levels in Home Reading. 
This funding has also funded the purchase of STARS Student workbooks and Teacher Resources for all year levels Prep-Year 7. STARS is an intensive whole class reading comprehension program where teachers provide explicit instruction to students in the 12 specific reading strategies.  Years 3, 5 and 7 are hard at work on their STARS this semester. Prep, Years 1, 2, 4 and 6 will commence their STARS in Terms 2 and 3.
With funding from our terrific P&C and our school’s Great Results grant we have also purchased 
· Over 1,000 new home readers for Pre – Year 3
· Over 300 different titles of new guided reading texts (8 copies of each) for students to use in their classroom reading lessons. 

